Is Brazil a Geoeconomic Node?

Additional information on figures, maps and tables

Figure 1
Figure 1 shows the share of exports to Brazil in the total exports of each South American country, with the exceptions of Guyana, Suriname and Venezuela. We used data from the INTradebid database – provided by the IADB (2018) – on total exports and exports to Brazil, and then calculated the share of exports to Brazil in total exports as shown in the enclosed MS Excel file. The original data could be drawn directly from the database.

Figure 2
Figure 2 shows the share of imports from Brazil in the total imports of each South American country, with the exceptions of Guyana, Suriname and Venezuela. We used data from the INTradebid database – provided by the IADB (2018) – on total imports and imports from Brazil, and then calculated the share of imports from Brazil in total imports as shown in the enclosed MS Excel file. The original data could be drawn directly from the database.

Figure 3
In order to calculate Brazil’s share of the inward FDI stock of each South American country, we referred to data from the Banco do Brasil (n.d.) and the UN Conference on Trade and Development (2018). From the former source, we drew information on Brazilian capital in the regional countries. The latter provided the corresponding data on total foreign capital. We then calculated the Brazilian share as shown in the enclosed MS Excel file. Guyana and Suriname are not included because of a lack of data.

Figure 4
Figure 4 shows the share of regional exports in the GDP of each South American country, except for Guyana and Suriname. Data was drawn from the aforementioned INTradebid database and the World Bank (2018). As a first step, we calculated each country’s total exports to South America by adding the exports to all South American countries as indicated in the INTradebid database. We then calculated the share of these exports in the respective GDP, with data on the latter drawn from the World Bank source. The corresponding calculations are shown in the enclosed MS Excel file.

Map 1
This map shows population density across South America at the level of subnational territorial units. We distinguished four categories of density, as specified in the map’s legend. Data was drawn from the following websites of national statistical offices:
· Argentina: https://www.indec.gob.ar
· Bolivia: https://www.ine.gob.bo
· Brazil: https://www.ibge.gov.br
· Chile: https://www.ine.cl
· Colombia: https://www.dane.gov.co
· Ecuador: https://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec
· Guyana: https://statisticsguyana.gov.gy
· Paraguay: https://www.dgeec.gov.py
· Peru: https://www.inei.gob.pe
· Suriname: https://statistics-suriname.org
· Uruguay: http://www.ine.gub.uy
· Venezuela: http://www.ine.gov.ve

Map 2
Map 2 provides insights on the physical geography of South America – escarpments and mountain ranges, to be precise. This is generic information, available in greater detail in numerous publications to which we referred such as the classical book Geography of Latin America (CARLSON, 1943) or the more recent volume The Physical Geography of South America (VEBLEN, YOUNG and ORME, 2007).

Map 3
Map 3 shows road infrastructure of South America. We used Google Earth and Google Maps as a starting point, including all major roads shown by these sources in our own initial map. We then identified the main road corridors with information provided by Google Earth, Google Maps and IIRSA (http://www.iirsa.org), left out all other roads and zoomed in – also using Google Street View – to determine the quality and relevance of particular roads. This enabled us to distinguish the two categories identified in the map’s legend and reduce the number of roads significantly.

Table 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]This table provides information on the respective share of China and the United States in the foreign trade of every South American country. Data was drawn from the World Factbook (CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, 2018), without any modification of what we obtained from this source. It is accessible by opening the entries for each country.
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